
Through the Generations – Teacher Version

For as long humanity
Has been on this earth,

This orb, this planet, this home,
Since old Mother Nature

First stretched out her hands
And began to spread seeds of her own,

Mothers have given
New life to the world

And nurtured it as it has grown.

So come with me, back with me,
Through generations

Of mothers and mothers before.
See how they cared,

And the pressures they faced
In peace, and through worry, and war,

Through good times and bad,
Through thick and through thin;

The burdens and children they bore.

S: (Q6) ‘And began to spread seeds of her own,’ What are the ‘seeds’?  The seeds are either literal 
seeds as Mother Nature brought plants to the planet, or figurative, placing her as the first mother 
with the seeds meaning her ‘children’ i.e. All life. 

S: (Q7) What is the dictionary definition of ‘nurtured’?  Cared for and protected as (something) was 
growing.

M: (Q12) ‘And nurtured it as it has grown.’ What are the two things the word ‘it’ could refer to 
here?  Either ‘new life’ or the ‘world’.

D: (Q3) Look again at the second verse. List all of the things mothers have lived through over the 
years.  Peace, worry, war, good times, bad times, thick and thin.

S: (Q8) What does the word ‘bore’ mean in the last line of the second verse?  Carried

M: (Q13) What does the shared use of ‘bore’ suggest the poet sees as a characteristic of 
motherhood?  The carrying of others, both in a figurative and literal sense.

Born in the Eighties:
Mother number one,

Her children now learning in school,
She vaguely remembers

Her life at their age
When her eyes saw the Berlin Wall fall.

The growth of the internet!
Mobile phones!

She’s adapted herself to them all.
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Her mother before her,
Born when the world

Was healing itself after war,
War that had ravaged

And savaged the world,
Until nations could fight on no more.

The decades, they passed
And healing brought life,

Music, fashion, freedom and more.

S: (Q9) What does the word ‘Eighties’ mean?  The decade between 1980 and 1990.

D: (Q4) What does the word ‘ravaged’ mean? Use a dictionary to find the answer.  Caused severe 
and extensive damage.

Her mother before her,
Arrived in the roar

Of the Twenties, with jazz, drink and dance,
As people recovered

From World War One,
And the scars dragged across northern France.

But as a young woman,
She watched war come again,

And wondered if she’d get her chance.

E: (Q1) Which word tells you that the Twenties were full of energy and noise?  Roar

E: (Q2) What had happened just before the Twenties?  World War One

M: (Q14) Considering the theme of the poem, what ‘chance’ do you think the mother in verse five 
was worrying about?  The chance of becoming a mother.

Her mother before her,
The last we will view,

Born before centuries turned,
Witnessed the marvels

Of motorcar travel,
And heard of things Einstein had learned,

But then said ‘Goodbye’
To husband and brothers,

And one of them never returned.

S: (Q10) Look again at the last three lines of verse six. What events do these lines describe?  The 
First World War, as her husband and brothers are sent to fight. One brother died.

M: (Q15) When (approximately) was each mother born? You may write descriptions based on close 
events or choose an appropriate decade.  First mother: 1980s, before the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
Second mother: 1940s/50s, just after the Second World War. Third mother: 1920s, just after the 
First World War. Fourth mother: 1880s/90s, before the turn of the 19th Century.
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S: (Q11) What is the effect of repeating the words ‘Her mother before her’ at the start of three 
verses?  It emphasises the main themes of the poem: that mothers have existed in every generation; 
that motherhood is running in a never-ending cycle through time; that every mother has a mother 
herself, and will have daughters who will probably go on to be mothers themselves.

With each generation
Progress is made

New life, to old life, to new,
Mothers have children,
And children grow up,

Become mothers themselves when they’re due.
The gifts mothers give
Are the first catalysts,

And keep driving humanity through.

For the first time
Or second or tenth,

Women become mothers each day,
And begin once again

The journey of life,
Guiding children to go the right way.

No journey’s the same,
So offer your thanks

To life-bringers on this Mother’s Day.

D: (Q5) One of the main themes of the poem is the idea that motherhood runs on from generation to 
generation. Find a line in the last two verses which sums up this theme.  Any of the following: ‘New 
life, to old life, to new’; ‘Mothers have children, / And children grow up, / Become mothers 
themselves when they’re due’; ‘the gifts mothers give... keep driving humanity through’.

M: (Q16) What are the two possible meanings of the word ‘due’ in the second-to-last verse?  The 
first possible meaning is that women become mother’s when they are at the right stage of life. The 
second possible meaning is a play on the words ‘due date’ and suggests women become mothers at 
the moment their baby is due.

classroomsecrets.com
Through the Generations – Y4/P5/G3 – Teacher Version© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Mother’s Day 

resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/mother's-day/


Through the Generations

For as long humanity
Has been on this earth,

This orb, this planet, this home,
Since old Mother Nature

First stretched out her hands
And began to spread seeds of her own,

Mothers have given
New life to the world

And nurtured it as it has grown.

So come with me, back with me,
Through generations

Of mothers and mothers before.
See how they cared,

And the pressures they faced
In peace, and through worry, and war,

Through good times and bad,
Through thick and through thin;

The burdens and children they bore.

Born in the Eighties:
Mother number one,

Her children now learning in school,
She vaguely remembers

Her life at their age
When her eyes saw the Berlin Wall fall.

The growth of the internet!
Mobile phones!

She’s adapted herself to them all.

Her mother before her,
Born when the world

Was healing itself after war,
War that had ravaged

And savaged the world,
Until nations could fight on no more.

The decades, they passed
And healing brought life,

Music, fashion, freedom and more.
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Her mother before her,
Arrived in the roar

Of the Twenties, with jazz, drink and dance,
As people recovered

From World War One,
And the scars dragged across northern France.

But as a young woman,
She watched war come again,

And wondered if she’d get her chance.

Her mother before her,
The last we will view,

Born before centuries turned,
Witnessed the marvels

Of motorcar travel,
And heard of things Einstein had learned,

But then said ‘Goodbye’
To husband and brothers,

And one of them never returned.

With each generation
Progress is made

New life, to old life, to new,
Mothers have children,
And children grow up,

Become mothers themselves when they’re due.
The gifts mothers give
Are the first catalysts,

And keep driving humanity through.

For the first time
Or second or tenth,

Women become mothers each day,
And begin once again

The journey of life,
Guiding children to go the right way.

No journey’s the same,
So offer your thanks

To life-bringers on this Mother’s Day.
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Through the Generations – Comprehension

Section A

1.  Which word tells you that the Twenties were full of energy and noise?

2.  What had happened just before the Twenties?

Section B

3.  Look again at the second verse. List all of the things mothers have lived through 
over the years.

4.  What does the word ‘ravaged’ mean? Use a dictionary to find the answer.

5.  One of the main themes of the poem is the idea that motherhood runs on from 
generation to generation. Find a line in the last two verses which sums up this theme.

Section C

6.  ‘And began to spread seeds of her own’ What are the ‘seeds’?

7.  What is the dictionary definition of ‘nurtured’?

8.  What does the word ‘bore’ mean in the last line of the second verse?

9.  What does the word ‘Eighties’ mean?

10.  Look again at the last three lines of verse six. What events do these lines 
describe?

11.  What is the effect of repeating the words ‘Her mother before her’ at the start of 
three verses?

classroomsecrets.com
Through the Generations – Y4/P5/G3 – Comprehension© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Mother’s Day 

resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/mother's-day/


Section D

12.  ‘And nurtured it as it has grown.’ What are the two things the word ‘it’ could 
refer to here?

13.  What does the shared use of ‘bore’ suggest the poet sees as a characteristic of 
motherhood?

14.  Considering the theme of the poem, what ‘chance’ do you think the mother in 
verse five was worrying about?

15.  When (approximately) was each mother born? You may write descriptions based 
on close events or choose an appropriate decade.

16.  What are the two possible meanings of the word ‘due’ in the second-to-last verse?
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Whole Class Guided Reading – Teaching Guide

• The text is for the children to read.  Give each pair a copy of the text (without questions) to read 
individually or as a whole class.  This text has been aimed at Year 4 (Wales)/Primary 5 
(Scotland)/Grade 3 (Australia).

• The teacher should use the teacher version.  It shows you where to pause after each section and 
provides questions for you to ask.  The colours refer to our levels so that you can direct specific 
questions at specific students in terms of difficulty (their version does not have these colours to 
show them which is which).  The questions are also numbered in the order they appear on the 
comprehension sheet. 

Beginner – (Red) 
Easy – (Blue)
Tricky – (Orange)
Expert – (Green)

• The children can record their answers to the questions at the end of the shared read/discussion or 
in a different session by using the comprehension sheet.  The questions have been re-grouped into 
abilities so that you can assign sections to specific children.

Section A – Beginner
Section B – Easy
Section C – Tricky
Section D – Expert
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