
Day 1: An introduction to fractions of amounts 

We’ve recently been learning about fractions and division in our home 

learning over the past couple of weeks. This is really going to help you 

with our brand-new topic, fractions of amounts. 

Before we start let’s recap and warm up our brains: 

1. Order these fractions from smallest to largest. ½, 3/4, 1/3, 

4/5, ¼. 
 

2. Work out 36÷3 using the bus stop 

method.  

 

Today we are going to learn how to find fractions of amounts. You might want 

to use images or physical objects to help you with your working out. When we 

work out fractions of amounts we are dividing the number by the denominator in 

our fraction. For example: If you need to find 1/2 of a number you divide the 

number by 2. If you want to find ¼ of a number you divide by 4. 

Watch this video to find out more and have a go at working out the questions. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jbTfvJV_8s 

Our knowledge of division will be very useful when we’re finding fractions of 

amounts. But we are also going to look at another method using objects 

(including food!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jbTfvJV_8s
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/11118343/The-Simpsons-One-big-numbers-game.html&psig=AOvVaw3GIo4djBAMQyj8gCyngsvA&ust=1588850874943000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCe2pmRn-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF


Activity 1: 

Say I asked you to find ¼ of 12 smarties.  

What would you do?  

How would you work this out? 

 

1. Start by sorting your 12 smarties into 4 piles because that’s our 

denominator. 

 

 

  

 

2. Place the smarties one at a time and count to see how many you 

have in each pile. It should look something like this. 

 

 

3. We can see there are 3 smarties in each pile but let’s check our 

answers to make sure we have used all 12 smarties. 

3 3 3 3 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.confectionerynews.com/Article/2014/09/24/Nestle-inkjet-printing-patent-for-Smarties&psig=AOvVaw029x88eonE7mfwKYnBI0JG&ust=1588851648920000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjZ7vuTn-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipart.email/clipart/idea-emoji-clipart-223163.html&psig=AOvVaw2KbZ3KTH1tXctJ0DBenM7V&ust=1588854104003000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOj0o5Cdn-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


We know 3+3+3+3= 12 

3x4= 12 

12÷4= 3.  

You can use your knowledge on addition, multiplication and division to help 

you!  

4. So, there are 3 smarties in each pile we know that ¼ of 12= 3. 

 

Activity 2: 

This time were going to use pieces of chocolate! 

We are going to try to find 1/3 of 15 pieces 

of chocolate. Using what we already know how 

might you work out this problem.  

 

Let’s follow the same steps we used to sort our smarties. 

1.We need to sort our pieces of chocolate into 3 piles this time because 

we need to find 1/3 of an amount. 

2.Now let’s place our pieces of chocolate into the piles, counting them 

one at a time. It should look something like this: 

 

 

 

 
5 5 5 



 

3.We can see there are 5 pieces of chocolate in each pile. So that 

means 1/3 of 15 is 5.  

4.We can check this by doing 5+5+5 or 5x3 or 15÷3. 

 

Activity 3: Question time! 

Have a go at answering these questions. You could use your knowledge 

of division or you could sort the numbers into groups using dots or 

objects around you. 

1. Find ¼ of 16 

2. Find 1/3 of 9 

3. Find 1/3 of 18 

4. Find ¼ of 8 

5. Find ¼ of 20 

6. Find 1/5 of 25 

 

 

Activity 4: Word problems! How do you know? Prove it! 

1. Emma has 32 sweets. She gives 1/2 of them to her 

friend Sarah. How many sweets does Sarah have?  

2. 48 children are in a dinner hall. 1/4 of them are having 

school dinners. How many are having school dinners?  

7.Find 1/3 of 24 
8. Find ¼ of 28 
9.Find 1/5 of 30 
10.Find 1/5 of 15 
11. Find 1/6 of 18 
12.Find ¼ of 32 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vector/hand-drawn-christmas-cartoon-sweets-doodles-vector-22780156&psig=AOvVaw1wGtONDaYDGD7N0x6vkD1K&ust=1589461069380000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDokKPysOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://4570book.info/amazing-cliparts/dinner-plate-food-clipart.htm&psig=AOvVaw3V9Sx1R80pdazEaxWRuoY9&ust=1589461132785000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCu9cHysOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


3. 45 people went to see a film at the cinema. 1/5 of the 

people bought popcorn.  How many people did not buy 

popcorn?  

4. My dog has 18 puppies. 1/3 of the puppies are sold.  

How many puppies are sold?  

5. Sam had 50p pocket money. He spent 1/5 of it on a 

comic. How much money does he have left?  

 

Activity 3 answers: 

1.4 

2.3 

3.6 

4.2 

5. 5 

6.5 

Activity 4 answers: 

1. Sarah has 16 sweets. 

2. 12 children are having school dinners. 

3. 1/5 of people did buy popcorn which is 9 people. So, 36 people 

didn’t buy popcorn. 

4. 6 of the puppies are sold. 

5. Sam spent 10p on the comic. So, he has 40p left. 

7.8 
8. 7 
9.6 
10.3 
11. 3 
12.8 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.cleanpng.com/png-popcorn-area-cartoon-rectangle-clip-art-popcorn-888344/&psig=AOvVaw3aoEq8h1ip_YQUVklFVYKE&ust=1589461232715000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODF6vHysOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/56435801557228309/&psig=AOvVaw1LstNAr9a7V9pJYBQpw09n&ust=1589461372633000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLj38LXzsOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/BOOM-Creating-Notebook-Cartoon-Templates/dp/1795875917&psig=AOvVaw0SoQW1clRonFwsnYGf8JqZ&ust=1589461412265000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjr8sfzsOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

