
English
CREATIVE WRITING AND WORD PLAY



This week, we shall be getting our creative juices flowing. We will work through a variety of activities 
and we will use the ideas that come out of these to: write short poems, try some descriptive writing, 
give feedback to writers, do some artwork and finally publish a piece of work. 



Day 1  
Activity 1: Make a list of places

Think and list as many different type of places as possible – the more the better!

Top tip: think generic places e.g. station, city, street, forest, attic etc.

One way of doing this could be putting them into categories.



Activity 2: Make a list of abstract nouns

Before you start your list, it might be worth brushing up on some of your nouns:



For your task, we need lots and lots of abstract nouns!

Here are some to get you thinking:

Happy feelings: hope, love, joy, friendship, happiness,

Sad feelings: regret, pain, doom, sadness, dread,

Fantasy: curse, premonition, vision, dream, nightmare,

Attitude words ending in –tion/-sion: determination, ambition, trepidation, passion, confusion



Question? Is the word happy an abstract noun?

The man felt very happy as it was his birthday.

Here the word happy is an adjective as it is describing the man.

We can change it into an abstract noun though by adding a suffix:

Happy = happiness.



Activity 3: Making your first combinations

Now the fun part! Choose one word from each of your lists and put them together to create an 
interesting combination. For example:





Activity 4 : Try some alliteration

Le5ts make some more combinations, but now, can you try and make them alliterative. For example:



Activity 5: Judging your ideas

Now you have generated you list, it is time to start judign which of your ideas stand out. 

Which ones might surprise our reader?

Which ones have you never heard before?

Which ones immediately conjure up an image in your mind’s eye? 

Write down your top 10 and make a brief note of why you have chosen them.



Day 2/3
Activity 1: Create a simple list poem

Have a go at writing a simple list poem using your 10 or so favourite ideas. You could base your poem 
on a theme e.g. happiness, sadness or space. Why not add some illustrations to make your poem 
come to life!



Activity 2: Looking at a model poem





Activity 3: What is it like in your place?

Here we are telling the reader what might be in your place, what would happen if you went there, or 
how it got its name.



Day 4 
Activity 1: Try some juxtaposition

Juxtaposition – having two opposite ideas next to each other.

This can often surprise the reader as they might not be expecting it or have never heard it before.



Activity 2: A poem with a repeating pattern

For this poem, you will need a repeating phrase chosen from one of your previous ideas. Here are 
some examples:

Now have a go at writing your own repetitive poem.



Day 5
Activity 1: Writing a descriptive paragraph

Read the example below and then try writing your own descriptive paragraph.



Activity 2: Artistic challenge

One of your ideas might really stand at to you as a great setting to bring to life by 
drawing/painting. Choose one of your ideas and sketch out what it might look like there.

Below is an example for The forest of premonitions: 


