
Walk round Old Coulsdon. 

Known as Coulsdon up until 1933.  Named after a Saxon Chief call Cuthraed who had a 

settlement on the Downs.  Hence:  Cuthredesdone (675 AD) 

 

In 1664 there were 31 houses in Coulsdon.  Of these several remain.     

St John’s Church built around 1260.    

What do you think the church is made of?  Why do you think it had to be extended in 

1958? 

 We know there was a Saxon church on the site (possibly built of wood) from 

Domesday book (1086) 

 Built with Surrey Firestone from Merstham but also flint 

 St John’s was bombed in 1940 during WW II damaged. 

 Steps in the wall near the Lych gate for ladies and gentlemen mounting their 

horses. 

 1675.  Bells were added 

 1957/8 The main part of the church was added.   

Church Path cottages built in 18th Century 

 Built of flint and brick 

 One became the post office 

 Originally there were two cottages.   

Walk past the War Memorial and past Grange Park along the Coulsdon Road.  On the 

left handside: 

Almshouses (no. 220 and 226) 

How do we know when these houses were built?  Who do you think had them built?  

Built by the last Byron, Edmund Byron, Lord of the Manor for 58 years.  Built for 

retired servants.  The Byrons owned most of what is known of Old Coulsdon bought in 

1782.  Generously gave land for the school and churchyard for St John’s.  See plaques 

with his initials (EB) and the date of build (1871 and 1876). 

On the left handside 

The Street 



What are these cottages made of?  Are they the same age?  How do we know?  Look 

at the roofs.  These brick and flint cottages known as The Street.  Middle houses 

built in the middle of 18th Century. Others added beginning of 1800s. Last one on the 

far left added fairly recently.  Look at the roofs and the brick work and you can see 

the newer ones.   

See Stoneyfield Road on the left.  Named after an area marked as Stoney Field on 

1783 map.  It is believed this was the area where flints were collected by the women 

and girls for building and road repair.   

Cherry Tree Cottage No. 210 

What do you notice about this house?  How is it different to your house?   Built 

around 1639.  Which is the older part of the building?  How can you tell? A real Tudor 

building… half timber.  Has been Local cricket club head quarters.  Why do you think 

this house was chosen as cricket club head quarters? Post office and General Store. 

Why? Notice the small windows.  Remember the Window tax during Tudor times.   

 

Coulsdon Court (now Manor).   

Built in 1850 by Thomas Byron III, initially the building there was called Hartley 

House.  Byrons owned it until 1921.  On the death of Edmund Byron the estate of Old 

Coulsdon was split up and sold and the development of Old Coulsdon begun.   

 

On the way back up from Coulsdon Court.  Bradmore Green. 

This would have been the centre of the old village.  How do we know?  The pond was 

one of several in the old Village and was one of the sources of water until the early 

1900s.  Bradmore Farm built in 18th Century.  Some parts much older.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Names for Old Coulsdon 

675 Curedesdone 

933 Cudredesdone    Charter documents from  

967 Cudredesdune    Chertsey Abbey who owned the 

1062 Cuthredesdune    area 

1086 Colesdone     Domesday book 

1190 Culesdone 

1242 Cullisdon 

1255 Culesdene 

1270  Colendone 

1676 Couldesdon 

1724 Colsdon 


